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Thank you to all who helped a 
family’s wish list become reality

Retirees were very generous this holiday season 
as they helped to make one family’s Christmas a very 
happy one.

Bill Anderson spearheaded the movement to adopt a 
family through MSU Safe Place. The family consists of 
a mother and her five children, all under the age of 12. 

Nearly everything on the wish list was purchased 
for the family, and some retirees provided gift cards. 
The MSURA office was filled to the brim with toys and 
children’s clothing. 

The MSU Safe Place is a program that addresses 
domestic violence within our MSU community. Estab-
lished in 2004, Safe Place provides shelter, counseling, 
and safety to domestic violence survivors and their 
families. They are located on the MSU campus and 
serve students, faculty, staff, and their spouses/part-
ners.

Many thanks to those who donated and those who 
wrapped gifts. If only we could be there to watch them 
get opened!

Rebecca Henry, Bill Anderson, Rick Vogt, Kate Wight, MSU retirees, and Alyssa Baumann from 
Safe Place helped to load the gifts into the vehicle that was whisking the gifts away. 
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It’s amazing that Gene Kico, president of the R.J. 
Scheffel Memorial Toy Project, had the energy to 

speak at the December membership meeting. He and his 
fellow toy makers had just finished making 12,762 toys 
to help children in Michigan have a brighter holiday. 

Kico told attendees that no toys are ever sold, but 
instead are given to local organizations to distribute to 
children. The Salvation Army takes 25% of the toys to 
hand out to parents for their children. Among organiza-
tions who take toys are Ele’s Place, Cristo Rey Commu-
nity Center, Lansing Public Schools and Headstart. 

Scheffel has no paid employees, only volunteers. 
There are no administration costs. Much of the funding 
comes from donations from individuals and organiza-
tions. Please visit their website (https://scheffel-toys.
org/) to read more about this gem in our area. 

New services that 
revolve around you
New and expanding services at our 
4660 S. Hagadorn Road location

• Extended Pharmacy hours 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon-Fri.; 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat.

• Convenient Laboratory draw site 
First Floor, Suite 170

• Sports Med NOW walk-in visits 
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-11 a.m. as of Jan. 8, 2024

• Pediatric primary care services 
Co-located with pediatric 
pulmonology in Suite 405

healthcare.msu.edu

It’s a 
great
toy story

https://scheffel-toys.org/
https://scheffel-toys.org/
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Straight to the Point 
 
 
 

Market Update  ‐ A�er the 10% correc�on that saw the S&P 500 bo�om in late October, stocks have been on a tear. We have been 
expec�ng the typical Santa Claus Rally, which usually sees stocks higher late in Q4 and into the early part of the following year. This has 
been the case, with the rally from the October lows sending the S&P 500 back near the highs of late July. While markets generally     
remain in a tug‐of‐war between the bulls and bears, recent momentum has swung the way of the bulls, and if this con�nues, the S&P 
could be pushing for a new all‐�me high some�me in 2024. As of Thanksgiving, the index is only around 5% away from reaching that 
level. Even with some expected vola�lity, it remains well within reason for markets to test the high, last reached two years ago in early 
January of 2022.  
 
 
Special MSU Re�rement Plan Update ‐  MSU re�rement plan changes are now complete. There has been a great deal of movement, 
both across accounts and investments. If you or anyone you know would like to talk through the changes, or to review investments and 
distribu�ons, please contact us at 877‐338‐4032 or info@straightline.com. 

 
 

StraightLine is a duciary that provides professional nancial planning and account management. Our experienced advisors and        
dedicated research staff allows us to offer unbiased informa�on to the MSU faithful. Our quarterly newsle�er (StraightTalk) walks 
through the macro informa�on we are u�lizing in our investment management. Please contact us if you are interested in receiving 

these newsle�ers or discussing how we can assist with your nancial strategy.  
 

From StraightLine Higher Educa�on Services 
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